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ADDRESS: STH and Brazos Streetfs
O{NER:  Structure razed January 21, 1963
HISTORICAL AND ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE

C. F. Millet developed a profitable lumber supply business in Austin
during the Reconsiruction era, His establishment included a steam saw
and planing mill and along with the usuaf sash and doors ne manufactured
furniture for lecal sale. With the advent of widespread prosperity
during the last quarter of the cenfury, Milleti diversified his business
interests by constructing Mitlett's Opera House and adjacent to if,
Milletist Mansion. The Mansion was one of the many similar boarding
houses erected in Austin at the time in response to the needs of a
prosperous travelling public., |1 had the apoearance of a town house

and was designed in The conservative Victorian fashion then in vogue.

1§ may be considered as a representative example of that building type,
now since vanished from the American scene,

HISTORICAL INFORMAT [ON

C. F, Milleft first appears in |lterary evidence in an 1873 Austin City
Directory as a "wholesale and retail dealer in Sash, Doors, and Blinds,
Lumber, Shingles and Building Materials, Steam Saw and Planning Mill,

Ash Streef near Congress Avenue, Austin, Texas". An 1873 ariel perspective
of the city of Austin clearly ~hows the lumber vard and jits facillfes,

The sife just east of the yard the later sile of Milletis! Mansion

is shown a two story residential structure tacing south,

The firs! indication of Ailletts Mansion is found in an Austin City
Directory, that of 1381-18882, under the caption of "Private Boarding af
the New Millety #ansion, by frs, S. J, Orr", ‘rs, Orr operated her own
hoarding house and restaurant in [879-1880, On the basis of this
evidence the Mansion is considered %o have been cortructed in 1280,
Advertisements and tistinos in subsequent City Directories show fhat ine

Mansion was still used as 2 boarding house in this century. #illetts
residence never occupied this site for it is listed in {873 as being
elcewhere, Al the time of Lilletts death in 1980, the Mansion was leased

yearly for fthe price of $100,00 per month,

The structure was in use until razed January, 1963,



TEX=3142
Page Z

SOURCES AND SUPPLEAEMTARY MATERIAL

1) Austin City Directories:

1873

187080
188182
1ag7~83
(89102
[ 893-04
1897~08

2) Published fdap, "“Partial View cf aAustin Texas" Filleau, (nterstate
Publishing Company, Kansas City, {c, 1821), Austin Travis County
Coltection, Austin Public Library, Austin, Texas,

31Published Map, "Birds Fye View of City of Austin, Travis County®,
Augustas Yoch, 1373, Austin Travis County Collectfion, Ausfin Public
Library, Ausfin, Texas.

ARCHITECTURAL IHFORMAT JOM

Architectural Description: Reciangular three siory block; one sfory porch
on front facade, three story callery on zide.

Condifon of Fabric: Razed

FATERIOR

Wall Construction: Brick with cut stone auoins,

Porches: One story porch across front facade, fiaf roof supported by
square section wooden columns; moulded capitals supporting curved
impost blocks and consoles, moulded cornice, Side galleries of late
date: turned balusters and columns.

Chimneys: Interiocr, brick,

Doorways and Docrg: Double door; moulded fransom bar, fwo light transom
above, Culstone arch with exaggerated keystone,

Mindows: 1/t liaht double hung wood sash. Vindows used in pairs,

Cornice and Eaves: Modillions under eaves; moulded cornice,
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SITE AND SURRDUMD INGS

Orientaiion and General Seffing: Tuiiding f{aced east onto firazes Sireef
side facade faced onfo A, @M Sireet, Normal front setbacks with sidewzlk
between building and front curb, Side sfreet set back of approximafely

five feet with threee siory gallery overhanging sidewalk,
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